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By Constance E. Richards
CITIZEN-TIMES CORRESPONDENT
ASHEVILLE — Come to the
triangle of Clingman, Lyman
and Depot streets in
Asheville’s River District

and the buzz

TH E is deafening.
Not from
SCENE the train that
: whistles by
every few hours, nor from
the whirring machinery in
surrounding industrial
buildings — but rather the
steady hum of a different
type of industry coming into

its own.

Already known as a cre-
ative enclave for artists and
their studios, Asheville’s
River District goes into
overdrive as a new commer-
cial gallery opens, a new
business association
launches and two new
eateries enable visitors and
River District locals alike to
gather convivially around
food and drink.

Moreover, some of the
artists have banded together
to keep regular hours on
Fridays so that people may
venture down there more
often than during the two
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River District’s vibe grows

New arts happening begins with ‘F3’ tonight

studio strolls a year. The in-
augural First Fridays at Five
(dubbed F3) begins today.
Brian McCarthy, owner
of Highwater Clays, says this
is an idea whose time has
come. “Sometimes it’s been
a scavenger hunt for people
who come down here look-
ing for certain studios
they’ve noted on the map,
but they get frustrated when
they find places closed,”

says McCarthy.
River District painter
Barbara Fisher agrees,

“B&Bs would send their
guests down and thevd

complain when no one was
open.”

Growing scene

The chatter of the people
dining outdoors on a sunny
day drifts into the open
door of Bella Vista Gallery.
Open only a few months,
Bella Vista takes center
court in the Odyssey build-
ing, now composed of stu-
dios, a viewing room, and
its own gallery once High-

water Clays moved up the ;
" to gallery from Bella Vista Gallery

river.

Please see ARTS on E3

TO CHECK IT OUT

B What: F3: First Fridays and Five,
a monthly event in which artist stu-
dios will open to the public, plus an
opening reception for Bella Vista
Gallery, 240 Clingman Ave.

Il Where: Asheville’s River District,
clustered around the intersection of
Clingman, Lyman and Depot streets
B Where: 5 to 8 p.m. today

I For more information: Visit
www.riverdistrictartists.com.

WEB EXTRA
Visit CITIZEN-TIMES.com for a pho-

and other River District artists.







